Culture and Built Environment
Studio Elective, VI semester 2021
Faculty: Hiranmayi S and Alisha S

The studio elective explores the complexities of a
society, its social arrangement and mechanisms,
lifestyles, values, norms, ideals, traditionsetc.The
acceptability of a better environment depends on
understanding the volatility of the aforementioned
criteria.

We intend to broadly understand:

1. The process of habitat selection (the pushes and
the pulls - how people choose or reject environments)
-this answers the effects of environment (direct and
indirect) on people.

2. Understand how the environment facilitates
or inhibits human behavior (action, thoughts,
feelings).Can new behaviors arise? Can they work
as catalysts to a better relationship? If the cues
from the environment are noticed, understood and
culturally appropriate. The social contexts can be
easily judged and the behaviors can be adjusted.

3. Understand mechanisms - the physiological
(climate, nature, topography etc), anatomical
(ergonomic, anthropological and ethnographical
comfort that caters to universal design), perception
(how one reacts to his/her environment,aesthetics
and emotions provoked by the environment),
cognition (how you perceive and react)
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the gap

Pari and her family migrated to Delhi-NCR eight
ycars ago aftcer rcaching an almost starvation statc

working as landless labourers in West Bengal. The
frain journcy was an cntire day long and they had ro
stay close to their luggage tor fear ot it being stolen.
When the lamily arrived, they looked lfor work in
Greater Faridabad where new apartments were
coming up. This meant there were jobs [or domeslic
workers, security guards, drivers and others. Pari
soon tound cooking and cleaning jobs at onc ot the
aparlment complexes. ITer kids at the (ime ol arrival
were 8 and 10 years old respectively. Her husband
looked tfor work as a sccurity guard and was hirced by
an agency alter a few days. The apartments had only
recently started being occupied at a fast pace and
jobs were plentilul.

Their previous living condition in West Bengal was
marked by the dismal state ol their kulcha house and
inability to have three square meals. Added to that
was the absolute lack ot any new jobs in the village.
As landless labourers, they were stuck in the cvcles
of debt and worked for extremely low wages on the
[ields ol big farmers. Their situation in Faridabad
was slightly better. After a few months of work and
living at a rented one-room flar, they soon moved
into lower income housing where living amenilies
were avallable. They did face the language barrvier =

initially which madc Pari's job hunt tedious as the .‘1-
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help of their neighbours and other domestic
workers. Their children also started to go to the
nearby governmeni school aller (heir arrival and are
now keen on getting better jobs. Pari and her family
recmark on doing considerably bertter than in their
home state and olten send part ol their earnings (o
their older parents.
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Niharika K
6th sem | RVCA
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‘The memory of her’is a story of a migrant, that started
in 2006. It tries to capture the “then and now” of her
life, her memories and her fifteen-year long journey.
This journey has brought in a new sense of belonging,
and new opportunities. She misses the people and
the landscape of her hometown but only enough to
accommodate them in her new home. The city is
now as much a part of her as her hometown and the
‘tangibles’now carry the stories of her family and her
memory of home.
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After the demise of her husband she
moved from Bagalkot to Udupi, with her 3
children, through contacts of her relatives
who already lived there. The new place,
was very welcoming with ease of finding
home, work and school, with all basic
amenities available without any issues.
She’s very hard-working, who works even
during the weekends to manage budgets
and she wishes to continue doing her
work and become more stable and better
than the current situation.

HimaniT
6th sem | RVCA
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Problems faced in
departure area:
no electricity and
infrastructure
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LALITHA
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Lalitha is from a village near
bagalkote, north karnataka and
moved from there in hope of
better living conditions in
terms of work, electricity and
edcuation for the family.
lalitha used to help her
husband with the farm work but
mainly was a house wife and
was very attached to her home.

DESTINITION
AREA

Problems faced in
destination area:
health hazard I
conditions

too crowded
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o able DESIGN INTERVENTION
mason work it A series of platforms that help
Househelp work bring the community together
and let activities spill out to
Maintainance of own house the open for better living
cooking l conditions. made out of &
bamboo - A
spent on activity Least J
enjoyable A J \
Destination area being )
banglore, Lalitha lives amongst 27 X\
a community of Mason workers A |
all migrants from the ' \
neighbouring villages. '
Though infrastructure and the
education criteria were met,
she has lost her passion for
being a homemaker, and misses CONCEPTUAL Platforms
the feel of a community in the PLAN outdoor
empty site.
This poster explores the differences

between the Departure Area, a village
in North Karnataka and the Destination
Area, Bangalore.

Lalitha is a migrant woman moving to the
city with her husband who is a construction
worker.

Where she lives in the village has no
electricity or proper infrastructure. Her
living quarters in the city on the other
hand has its own set of problems.
It is too crowded and is riddled with
health hazards. This goes to show the
poor standard of accomodation for the
construction workers in the city.

Adithi Garood
6th sem | RVCA



Rekha

She's a cook whose also interested
in teaching and playing Veena.

In small towns, not
everything is
available hence, it
becomes necesary
to buy everything in

Rekha knew
everyone in her
town, hence
communication

bulk as when if is was never o
available. problem. Language
barriers were

unkown to her.

Moving fo a huge city can be
overwhelming for everyone and
Rekha was no exception. With
everything within an arm's reach, she
was extremely happy about the
change in lifestyle and opporiunifies.

Language barmiers
became a hugs
~ "obstacle. Unable
to communicate
efficiently, her day
fo day lifestyle
became a litle
difficult ot
mandage.

P

Design Intervention

i To create a space for collabrative learning
f of arts and culture indeginous to the migrants
of different villages who come inte the city.

Her income wasn't a
lotin her departure
areaq. she often
found it extremely
difficulf fo manage
her expenses with
the minimal income
she used to earn.
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Rekha used to live with her
family and had been mamried for

7 years now before
te a dilferent city.

IHer income
increased on
coming fo the
destination area
and she found it
much easier to
handle her
expenses on
coming here. But
she also had to
send some money
back home.
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moving out

Ploces of worship were
in abundance back in
her home tawn, They
were glso ploces of
community aathering.
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The similar wads the case with

festivals as well. They didn't seem Not many places of warship were
as lively as fhey seemed backin  gyqilgble due to a lot of offices and
her home town. residential areq.

Destination Area

Unable to spend a lot of
fime with her family, she
often felt a litfle isolated
and glone in the new
city.

NAYANA BHUJANG
TRWIBATO71

Life in a big city is radically different to the
one in a small town. Moving to the city
comes with its pros and cons.

Loneliness and the lack of community are
common woes of a migrant.

The language and the lack of familiarity
exists alongside the convenience and
economic stability. The migrant feels
disconnected from their culture.

The design intervention proposed is to
create a space to explore the arts and
culture of the different migrants.

Nayana Bhujanga

6th sem | RVCA
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A MIGRANT’S JOURNEY

distribution of bullt spaces

Mahesh, a small time cook hailing
from the city of Ranchi, went through
extreme emotions on his arrival to
one of the biggest and the busiest
cities in the country, Chennal.
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Right from how the cities were This particulgge—

poster maps the 1
comparision
between his
detsination &
departure area.

0

arranged to how the lingo worked, it
took him quite some time to become
acustomed to a foreign land and its
customs and traditions. His graph oh
happiness had more downs than ups,
but hey, you can’t have evrything in
life, can you?
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HOME continued to accompany him in
HOME this new city. A loving community
was hard to find due to language
barriers and minimal levels of
relatability. The left side of the
poster talks about the destination
area and how the buillt spaces
were extremely compacta and
closely spaced which lead to

\ ~ L feelings of claustropobia and

T r » (( ) y suffocation, unlike his departure
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Ishika Shrivastava
6th sem | RVCA
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