
The studio elective explores the complexities of a 
society, its social arrangement and mechanisms, 
lifestyles, values, norms, ideals, traditions,etc.The 
acceptability of a better environment depends on 
understanding the volatility of the aforementioned 
criteria.
We intend to broadly understand:
1. The process of habitat selection (the pushes and 
the pulls - how people choose or reject environments) 
-this answers the effects of environment (direct and 
indirect) on people.
2. Understand how the environment facilitates 
or inhibits human behavior (action, thoughts, 
feelings).Can new behaviors arise? Can they work 
as catalysts to a better relationship? If the cues 
from the environment are noticed, understood and 
culturally appropriate. The social contexts can be 
easily judged and the behaviors can be adjusted.
3. Understand mechanisms - the physiological 
(climate, nature, topography etc), anatomical 
(ergonomic, anthropological and ethnographical 
comfort that caters to universal design), perception 
(how one reacts to his/her environment,aesthetics 
and emotions provoked by the environment), 
cognition (how you perceive and react)

Culture and Built Environment 
Studio Elective, VI semester 2021 
Faculty: Hiranmayi S and Alisha S

K a l p a ,  V o l . 0 2 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  p p .  4 3 - 5 0
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P a r i  a n d  h e r  f a m i l y  m i g r a t e d  t o  D e l h i - N C R  e i g h t  
y e a r s  a g o  a f t e r  r e a c h i n g  a n  a l m o s t  s t a r v a t i o n  s t a t e  
w o r k i n g  a s  l a n d l e s s  l a b o u r e r s  i n  W e s t  B e n g a l .  T h e  
t r a i n  j o u r n e y  w a s  a n  e n t i r e  d a y  l o n g  a n d  t h e y  h a d  t o  
s t a y  c l o s e  t o  t h e i r  l u g g a g e  f o r  f e a r  o f  i t  b e i n g  s t o l e n .  
W h e n  t h e  f a m i l y  a r r i v e d ,  t h e y  l o o k e d  f o r  w o r k  i n  
G r e a t e r  F a r i d a b a d  w h e r e  n e w  a p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  
c o m i n g  u p .  T h i s  m e a n t  t h e r e  w e r e  j o b s  f o r  d o m e s t i c  c o m i n g  u p .  T h i s  m e a n t  t h e r e  w e r e  j o b s  f o r  d o m e s t i c  
w o r k e r s ,  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d s ,  d r i v e r s  a n d  o t h e r s .  P a r i  
s o o n  f o u n d  c o o k i n g  a n d  c l e a n i n g  j o b s  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  
a p a r t m e n t  c o m p l e x e s .  H e r  k i d s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a r r i v a l  
w e r e  8  a n d  1 0  y e a r s  o l d  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  H e r  h u s b a n d  
l o o k e d  f o r  w o r k  a s  a  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  a n d  w a s  h i r e d  b y  
a n  a g e n c y  a f t e r  a  f e w  d a y s .  T h e  a p a r t m e n t s  h a d  o n l y  
r e c e n t l y  s t a r t e d  b e i n g  o c c u p i e d  a t  a  f a s t  p a c e  a n d  r e c e n t l y  s t a r t e d  b e i n g  o c c u p i e d  a t  a  f a s t  p a c e  a n d  
j o b s  w e r e  p l e n t i f u l .  

T h e i r  p r e v i o u s  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n  i n  W e s t  B e n g a l  w a s  
m a r k e d  b y  t h e  d i s m a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e i r  k u t c h a  h o u s e  a n d  
i n a b i l i t y  t o  h a v e  t h r e e  s q u a r e  m e a l s .  A d d e d  t o  t h a t  
w a s  t h e  a b s o l u t e  l a c k  o f  a n y  n e w  j o b s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
A s  l a n d l e s s  l a b o u r e r s ,  t h e y  w e r e  s t u c k  i n  t h e  c y c l e s  
o f  d e b t  a n d  w o r k e d  f o r  e x t r e m e l y  l o w  w a g e s  o n  t h e  
f i e l d s  o f  b i g  f a r m e r s .  T h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  F a r i d a b a d  
w a s  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r .  A f t e r  a  f e w  m o n t h s  o f  w o r k  a n d  w a s  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r .  A f t e r  a  f e w  m o n t h s  o f  w o r k  a n d  
l i v i n g  a t  a  r e n t e d  o n e - r o o m  f l a t ,  t h e y  s o o n  m o v e d  
i n t o  l o w e r  i n c o m e  h o u s i n g  w h e r e  l i v i n g  a m e n i t i e s  
w e r e  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e y  d i d  f a c e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r  
i n i t i a l l y  w h i c h  m a d e  P a r i ' s  j o b  h u n t  t e d i o u s  a s  t h e  
p e o p l e  h i r i n g  h e r  w o u l d  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n s t r u c t  
h e r  o n  t h e  w o r k  t o  b e  d o n e .  H o w e v e r ,  b o t h  P a r i  a n d  
h e r  h u s b a n d  s o o n  s t a r t e d  p i c k i n g  u p  H i n d i  w i t h  t h e  h e r  h u s b a n d  s o o n  s t a r t e d  p i c k i n g  u p  H i n d i  w i t h  t h e  
h e l p  o f  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s  a n d  o t h e r  d o m e s t i c  
w o r k e r s .  T h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a l s o  s t a r t e d  t o  g o  t o  t h e  
n e a r b y  g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l  a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a n d  a r e  
n o w  k e e n  o n  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  j o b s .  P a r i  a n d  h e r  f a m i l y  
r e m a r k  o n  d o i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  i n  t h e i r  
h o m e  s t a t e  a n d  o f t e n  s e n d  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  e a r n i n g s  t o  
t h e i r  o l d e r  p a r e n t s .  t h e i r  o l d e r  p a r e n t s .  

t h e  g a p

S h r e y a  D a s
1 R W 1 8 A T 1 0 2
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‘The memory of her’ is a story of a migrant, that started 
in 2006. It tries to capture the “then and now” of her 
life, her memories and her fifteen-year long journey. 
This journey has brought in a new sense of belonging, 
and new opportunities. She misses the people and 
the landscape of her hometown but only enough to 
accommodate them in her new home. The city is 
now as much a part of her as her hometown and the 
‘tangibles’now carry the stories of her family and her 
memory of home.

Niharika K 
6th sem  |  RVCA
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Niharika and group
6th sem  |  RVCA
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After the demise of her husband she 
moved from Bagalkot to Udupi, with her 3 
children, through contacts of her relatives 
who already lived there. The new place, 
was very welcoming with ease of finding 
home, work and school, with all basic 
amenities available without any issues. 
She’s very hard-working, who works even 
during the weekends to manage budgets 
and she wishes to continue doing her 
work and become more stable and better 
than the current situation.

Himani T
6th sem  |  RVCA
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This poster explores the differences 
between the Departure Area, a village 
in North Karnataka and the Destination 
Area, Bangalore. 
Lalitha is a migrant woman moving to the 
city with her husband who is a construction 
worker.
Where she lives in the village has no 
electricity or proper infrastructure. Her 
living quarters in the city on the other 
hand has its own set of problems. 
It is too crowded and is riddled with 
health hazards. This goes to show the 
poor standard of accomodation for the 
construction workers in the city.

Adithi Garood
6th sem  |  RVCA
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Life in a big city is radically different to the 
one in a small town. Moving to the city 
comes with its pros and cons.
 Loneliness and the lack of community are 
common woes of a migrant. 
The language and the lack of familiarity 
exists alongside the convenience and 
economic stability. The migrant feels 
disconnected from their culture. 
The design intervention proposed is to 
create a space to explore the arts and 
culture of the different migrants.  

Nayana  Bhujanga 
6th sem  |  RVCA
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Ishika Shrivastava
6th sem  |  RVCA
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R V College of Architecture
Site CA-1, Banashankari 6th Stage, 4th Block Near 
Chikkegowdanapalya Village, Off, Vajarahalli Main Road, 

Bengaluru, Karnataka 560109

Team Kalpa
e-mail ID :kalparesearch.rvca@rvei.edu.in 

Go Change The World 
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